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One design of the new Heritage Advantage VISA card shaws men praying

at the Western Wall,

New credit card
raises money
for Israel charties

By LESLIE PALMA-SIMONCEK
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

Zalman Indig describes it
as a “no-loge situation” for his
Staten Island-based charity,
Allglsrael,

The charity that provides
direct financial help for the
families of terror victims is
one of about a dozen that will
benefit from a credit card is-
sued last week to raise money
for Israel.

LIS, Bank and Heritage Af-
finity Services’ new VISA
card, being marketed to Jew-
ish and evangelical Christian
communities, will reward
cardholders with points for
dollars spent, and also will do-
nate a portion of each pur-
chase to up to five Israeli
charities thar are linked to the
card.

“It's Eoi.ng to be a while, but
we'll hopefully get some
money from this,” said Indig,
a Willowbrook resident.

The card was the brain-
child of Menachem Landau
and Zeb Dobuler, who met in
Israc]l after making alivah as
teenagers. Landau said Heri-
tage Affinity Services, based
in Cedarhurst, L1, iz the first
company to offer a credit card
that supports Israel,

“It's the first ever and the
response has been tremen-
dous,” Landau said. Several
hundred people already have
signed up for the card and a
media blitz is under way.

Card members will earn
one point for every dollar
spent. Points can be redeemed
for miles on EL AL Airlines,
domestic and international
travel rewards, brand-name
merchandise, gift certificates
and Judaica

Additionally, a small per-
centage of the fee that U.S.
Bank charges merchants for
each transaction will go to
charities that raise funds for
Israel-related causes.

So far there are 13 charities
linked to the card, with more
romised in the future, Card-
olders may designate up to
five charities to receive
money from their accounts,

The card comes in four va-
rieties. One pictures men
praying at the Western Wall.
Another shows the the Ameri-
can and Israeli flags as one; a
third features a Star of David,
and a fourth shows just the
rays of the sun. Landau de-
scribed the latter as the “non-
denominational design.”

He said he and his partner
are hopeful that Jews across
the religious and secular spec-
trum will sign up for the card
because it supports the one
cause — lsrael — thar most
unifies the community.

“The card is an easy way
for the Jewish communities to
support Isracl,” said Dobuler.

“The HAS philosophy is to
keep the Jewish community
connected to Istael every day,
without ¢ ng their daily
routine,” Landau added.

The fee-free card also is
being marketed to evangelical
communities because of that
group’s “very staunch support
of Israel.”

For information on the
card, call Heritage Affinity
Services at (516) 205-7600, or
visit the Web site at www.ha-
sadvantage.com.

Lesfie Palma-Simoncek i the relighon ed-
o for the Advance, She may ba
reached i pabmas siadvance,com,

Partner organizations
With the new HAS Advantage
VI5A, cardholders can designate
up to five charitios to receive a
smiall percentage of the money
they spend on the card, These
are Lthe charities that are part of
the new yenture, with more
expected to come on board in
the fulure

A TIME
A ot Jor-profil orpanizaticon that
rovides indormation and suppodt to

cotspbes avpariencing nferility;

Aleh Foundation

Helps support Aleh bseael, which
avides advanced medical cane,
Uhveragy aned special eduication
services (o children with sevare
tevelopmental disabiiites

Alldisrael

Proveades dirvecd financial aid to
hasdreds of temor wictiom and thei
lamilhes.

American Friends of Herzog
Hospital

Suports Herrog Hospitad in Jenzsalem,
‘which treats geviatric and psychéatric
patients

American Friends of Laniado
Hospital

Supparts the onty hospital In Netama,
wihich serves a populition of over
250,000

Chabad's Children of Chemobyl
Provades evacuation and medical cann
lor children affected by radiation from
the 1986 Chemoby] disastes

Gush Etzion Foundation

Supports the Gush Etrion commiinity
anaf worlcs to rase public awarensss
mbaut the history snd hetitage of the
region

Honest Reporting
Maonltors the media (o expote anls-
Faraed hizs

Jewish National Fund

Ragses fumids to develop IS naw
cormrmumnities in lerael's southom
desert reglan

Just One Life

Provides coundeling and firancial
supgart lor pragrant women in lsral
wihi @ confernpiating terminating
their pregrancies

Mair Panim
Raises fumds 1o improve the lived of
Israslis lving in poverty

Ore Family Fund
Provides assistance (o the more than
2500 Fanilies alfecied by lerronsm

The Childron's Brigade of Zichron
Menachem

Rabses funds to sase the suffetiog of
pediairic cancer patisnts and Hheir
families
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